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free creative suite (v3) tips 
for anyone who wants to learn

1 Open a New Document in Il lustrator

2 Window > Swatches (make sure there is a 
checkbox next to it)

3 Select the Radient Gradient 2 box and using 
the rectangle from the toolbar, draw a square 

4 File > Place, and navigate to the image of the 
bboy.jpg. Once image appears, place it on top 
of the gradient box. Make sure to use the black 
arrow head to adjust the size as needed. 

5 With the image selected, click the “Live Trace” button on 
the top of the screen. Your image should transform to a 
vector image
Note: You can play with the Threshold level to modify the 
turnout

6 Click the “Expand” button on the top of the screen. You 
should notice all of the pieces within the image are not 
selected.

7 Click away from the image to deselect. Using the 
“direct selection arrow” (arrow with white arrowhead), 
select the white space between the dancers legs. The 
image will appear as if the entire thing has been selected 
again. Click delete. The image of the dancer should stil l 
appear; you have essentially deleted the border vector 
pieces. You may need to clean-up the image by individu-
ally selecting the white pieces, using the white arrow 
yead and deleting.

8 Using the Selection Arrow (arrow with black head from 
toolbar), select the image of the dancer. Change the 
opacity from 100% to 80% (in the upper menu) 

9 Using the Text toot, type in the three words in three 
separate boxes. The font, Tiza, was used on “dream” and 
“evolve” and the font, Broken, was used on “begin, 
attempt”

10 With the “begin, attempt” text box selected, select the 
“rotate” tool from the toolbar and slightly rotate the text

11 Window > Transparency (make sure there is a check-
box next to it). With the three text boxes selected, 
change the blend mode dropdown on the Transparency 
menu from “Normal” to “Overlay”

Your finished!, see final product on the first page!


